Ell to Add Program,
Exhibit Space

by Peter and Barbara Woodbury

Ells were a tradition in New
England architecture; often they
connected a farm house to its barn
so farmers could tend and feed
their animals avoiding the snow
and winter cold. During the
summer, many ells were used as a
kitchen and buttery. If you drive
through the New England
countryside you will see many
‘connectors’ still in use today.

The Winn House ell was also
once used as ‘connector’ to a barn.
The original ell was separated from
the Winn House during its move
and was later converted into a
home on North Village Road.

When the restoration of the
Winn House began in 1998, plans
included the reconstruction of the
ell. We have now reached this next
exciting step.

Our decision to recreate the
Winn House ell was based on
several needs: a larger room for
educational programs, such as the
cooperative program with the
Village School on marine history for
4 & 5th graders; additional space
for exhibits of our fishing heritage;
a staff lavatory, and a welcome
center. Residents and visitors will
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be able to enjoy historical
programs and share stories at our
"Do You Remember" series.

Our dream is to house a
replica of the famous Ogunquit
dory in this new space. We would
like to dedicate the ell to the
rugged and independent Ogunquit
fishermen who contributed so
much color, good fun, lobsters and
fish to our community and people.

The ell will be a simple post and
beam construction following the
dimensions of the original ell.






